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Poetry of Hindi Poet Nagarjun and the Problem of Hunger 
 
CHAUDHARY Harjender* 
 
Abstract: 
 
 
Nagarjun (popularly known as Baba Nagarjun) is one of the prominent Hindi authors of 
twentieth century. He is a poet and novelist and wrote in Maithili and Bengali as well. A 
variety of human experiences have found expression in his multi-faceted works. Hunger is 
one of them. 
Lack of foodstuff, resulting in hunger, is a major human problem faced by different 
regions of the world. It  is unfortunate and shocking that 925 million people across the 
globe are compelled to remain hungry even today. South Asia (Indian subcontinent) is 
probably the worst-hit region on the earth in this regard. Socio-economic hierarchy 
prevalent in the region accentuates the magnitude of the problem. 
Many Hindi poets have written a poem or two concerning the problem of hunger. But 
Baba Nagarjun has exclusively and noticeably penned down many poems centred on the 
issue. This brief academic paper seeks to analyze and understand how the problem has 
been viewed by the poet. On one hand, he sees famine and hunger in a cause-effect 
relationship, while on the other, he points out that the main cause of lack of food is never 
completely natural.  It is,  instead, a creation of human greed leading to unjust distribution 
of resources. The poet’s anger ultimately targets this aspect.  His dream of a better future 
for humans will one day come true, because the hungry people will ultimately stand up to 
get their  due share. Their rise will lead to revolution, shaping a new future for all of us. 
Thus, for Baba Nagarjun, while hunger is a certain source of human suffering, it  is also a 
probable cause for the shaping of a new future for the deprived classes of the world. 
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